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Da veniam, fervire tuis quod nolo Calendis. Mart, 


To M. ZOW NWN. 


refound with the cry of New Almanacks, 

Saye and every ftall is covered with News from 
oS pe the Stars, Diaries, Predictions, Complete 
Ephemeris, &c. drawn up by Partridge, 
Parker, Vincent Wing, and the reft of the fagacious body of 
Philomaths and Aftrologers, give me leave to, acquaint you 
of my intentions of appearing annually in a like capacity, 
You muft know, Sir, that having obferved, that among 
the great variety of Almanacks now publithed, there is 
not one contrived for the ufe of people of fafhion, I have 
refolved to remedy this defect by publifhing one every year 
Vor, II. Kkk under 





























een 


—————— 








596 The CONNOISSEUR. No. 99. 


under the title of the Court Calendar, calculated for the 
Meridian of St. ‘fames’s. 


Tuz plan, which has been hitherto followed by our 
Almanack-makers, can be of no ufe whatever to the polite 
world, who are as widely feparated in their manner of 
living from the common herd of people as the inhabitants of 
the Antipodes. To know the exact Rifing and Setting of the 
Sun may ferve to direct the vulgar tradefman and mechanic 
when to open fhop or go to work: but pertfons of fathion, 
whofe hours are not marked by the courfe of that planet, are 
indifferent about its motions ; and like thofe who live under 
the Equino¢tial Line, have their days and nights of an equal 
degree of length all the year round, The Red-letter days 
pointed out in our common Almanacks may perhaps be 
obfeérved by fome formal ladies, who regulate their going 
to church by them: but people of quality percieve no 
difference between the Moveable or Immoveable Feafts 
and Fafts, and kuow nv ufe of Sunday, but as it ferves 
to call them to the card-table. What advantage can a beau 
reap from Rider’s Lift of the Fairs, which can only be of 
fervice to his groom? or what ufe can any gentleman or 
lady make of thofe Diaries now infcribed to them; which 
are filled with Algebra and the Mathematics? In a word, 
the prefent uncouth way of dividing the months into Saints 
Days, Sundays, and the like, is no more adapted to the 
prefent modes of polite life, than the Roman divifion into 
Ides, Nones, and Calends, 


Instrap of fuppofing, with the vulgar tribe of aftro- 
nomers, that the day begins at funrife, my day, which 
will commence at the time that it ufually breaks in fafhion- 
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able apartments, will be determined by the Rifing of people 
of quality. ‘Thus the morning dawns with early rifers be- 
tween cleven and twelve; and noon commences at four, 
when, at this time of the year, the dinner and wax-lights 
come in together. For want of a thorough knowledge of 
the diftribution of the day, all who have any connection 
with the polite world might be guilty of many miftakes : 
and when an honeft man from Cornhill intended a nobleman 
a vifit after dinner, he would perhaps find him fipping 
his morning chocolate. The inconveniences of the old 
ftyle in our manner of reckoning the days were fo manifeft, 
that it was thought proper to amend them by att of parli- 
ament. I am refolved in like manner, to introduce the 
new ftyle of dividing the hours alfo into my Almanack : 
. for can any thing be more abfurd than to fix the name of 
morning, noon, and evening, &c. at prefent on the fame 
hours, which bore them in the reign of Queen Elizabeth? 
A Dutchefs is fo far from dining at eleven, that it often 
happens that Her Grace has not then opened her eyes on 
the tea-table; and a Maid of Honour would no more rife 
at five or fix in the morning, as it was called by the early 
dames of Queen Be/s’s court, than fhe would, in imitation 
of thofe dames, breakfaft upon ftrong beer and beef-fteaks, 
Indeed in thofe houfes, where the hours of quality are 
obferved by only one part of the family, the impolite irre- 
gularity of the other, in adhering to the old ftyle, occa- 
fions great difturbance, for as Lady Towmly fays, “ fuch a 
* houfe is worfe than an inn with ten ftage coaches. What 
“* between the impertinent people of bufinefs in a morning, 
*‘ and the intolerable thick fhoes of footmen at noon, 
* one has not a wink of fleep all night.” 


Ins 
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Tue reformation which I have.alf> ‘made in ref{pe¢.to the 
Red-letter-days,’is no. lefs confiderable, . I have. not. only 
-wiped away that immenfe -catalogue of Saints which croud 
the Popi/h-Calendar, but have alfo blotted out all the other 
Saints that ftill retain their places in our common Alma- 
macks: well-knowing that perfons of fafhion pay as little 
attention to the Apoftles and*Evangelifts,’ as to St. Mildred, 
St. Bridget, or St. Winifred: Indeed I-retain: the old name 
of St. ‘ohn, becaufe I am furé, that people of quality will 
not think of ‘any body’s being defigned under. that.title, 
except the late Lord Bokngbroke. Waving, thus difcarded 
the Saints, people whom nobody knows, I have taken care to 
introduce my readers into the beft company: for the Red- 
Letters in my Calendar will ferve to diftinguifh thofe days 
on which the ladiés of the firft fafhion ‘keep their routes and 
vifiting days: a work of infinite ufe as well-to the perfons 
of diftinétion themfelves, as to all thofe who have any occa- 
fional .intercourfe with the. polite world.. That feafon of 
the year commonly diftinguifhed by the appellation of Lent, 
which implies a time of fafting, I thall confider, according 
to its real fignification in the Beau Mandey-as~a yearly. fclti- 
val; and fhall therefore mention it under the denomination 
of The Carnival. The propriety of this will be evident at 
firft fight, fince nothing is fo plain, as that at this feafon all 
kinds of diverfion and jollity are at the height in this metro- 
polis. Inftead of the Man in the Almanack, | at firft in- 
tended (in imitation of Mr. Dod/ley’s Memorandum Book) 
to delineate the figure of a fine gentleman dreft ¢/a mode: 
but I was at length determined, by the advice of fome inge- 
nious friends, to fuffer the old picture to remain there; fince 
as it appears to be run through the body in feveral places, 
it may not improperly reprefent that fafhionable character 


a Duellift. 


In the place which is allotted in other Almanacks for 


the change of weather, (as hail, froft, fhow, cloudy, and 
the 
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the like) I fhall fet down the change of drefs, adapted to 
different feafons, and ranged under the titles of hats, capu- 
chins, cardinals, facks, negligees, gaufe handkerchiefs, ermine 
tippets, muffs, &c. and in a parallel column (according to 
the cuftom of other Almanacks) I fhall point out the feveral 
parts of the body, affected by thefe changes; fuch as head, 
neck, breaft, fhoulders, face, hands, feet, legs, &c. And 
as Mr. Rider accompanies every month with feafonable cau- 
tions about fowing turnips, raifing cabbages, blood-letting, 
and fuch other important articles, I fhall give fuch direc- 
tions, as are moft fuitable to the beau-monde : as a {pecimen 
of which I fhall beg leave to lay before you the following 
Obfervations on the month of May. 


Ir the feafon proves favourable, it will be proper at the 
beginning of this month to attend to the cultivation of your 
public gardens. ‘Trim your trees, put your walks in order, 
look after your lamps, have ballads written, and fet to mufic, 
for the enfuing fummer. Ladies and gentlemen muft be 
careful not to catch cold in croffing the water, or by expo- 
fing themfelves to the damp air in the dark walk at Vaux-ball, 

Towards the middle of this month the air at both play- 
houfes will begin to be too clofe and fultry for ladies, that 
paint, to rifk the lofs of their complexion in them. 

About the end of this month it will be expedient for thofe 
ladies, who are apt to be hyfterical when the town empties, 
to prepare for their removal to Tunbridge, Cheltenbam, and 
Scarborough, for the benefit of the waters, 


Iam, Sir, your bumble Servant, 


TYCHO COURTLY. 


*,,* I did not think of ever mentioning the old woman who calls herfelf 
Mary SINGLETON again; but having juft received the following letter by 
the penny-poft, I cannot fo far affront the young lady, by whom it is written, 
as not to publifh it. But though I fhall always be glad to hear from one 
who writes with fo much fpirit, yet I muft beg that for the future fhe would 
chufe fome other fubject, fince to ufe the expreffion of that well-bred lady her 
aunt, “ itis not perfectly civil to entertain the town with her private affairs.” 


Vou II. Nona SIR! 
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SIR! 
) S my Aunt Singleton has publickly given her honour, that fhe will 
never read any of your future papers, I think I may venture to fend 
you a letter without fear of her difcovery: an incident, which might per- 
haps be of cruel confequence to me, as 1 know fhe can never forgive. 
I am not under any apprehenfions of being betrayed by her friends. She 
has but few, and thofe are a fort that rather chufe to footh her weaknefles 
than to raife her choler ; not knowing whether, in her hours of peevifhnefs, 
fome of her bile may not fall upon themfelves. 


I own I was much furprifed to find my name in ‘print, and to fee my 
picture drawn at full length. I obferve that my guardian Aunt, like all 
painters whether male or female, has dipped her pencil in the colours of 
flattery : and accordingly fhe has drawn me, if not entirely perfect, at leaft 
only with fuch faults, as are rather commendable, than otherwife. * A fi- 
“© lence in company, and too much fubmiffion to judgments not fo good 
«< as my own,” are failings natural to my youth and want of experience, 
which time, and an introduction into proper company, very different 
from fuch as I fee at my Aunt’s tea-table, will foon cure: but I am ftill con- 
fcious that neither the progrefs of time, the gifts of fortune, nor the fuccefs 
of improvement, can render me, what fhe has already painted me, 


A faultle{s monfler whom the world ne'er faw. 


Sue affirms, “ that I fing and play to great perfeétion.” Upon my 
word, Sir, Ihave no voice. She teizes me fometimes to fquall forth a 
Solo, and I obey, becaufe as fhe juftly tells you, “I tremble at her look,” 
which, if it had the family power of one of her antient anceftors, muft long 
fince have turned me into ftone. But what is the effect of my fong? Alas 
it generally proves, only an incantation to roufe the lapd-og out of a found 
fleep upon his cufhion, or to fet the parrot and the mackaw into a chorus 
of {creaming, that would if poffible, awaken our neighbours the dead, in 
St. Giles’s Church Yard. 


Sue hints, that ‘* I am in love with a certain military Gentleman of no 
fortune,” and fhe adds that “ he is modeft, brave, ftudious, and polite.” 
That an officer comes often to our houfe is ftri€tly true. That he has no 
fortune is no lefs fo. But that I am in love with him is abfolutely falfe, nor 
are his vifits to me. They are to my Aunt, whom he certainly ** would 
‘* prefer to any dowager whatever without a jointure ;” and who, to my 
knowledge, would be highly pleafed, notwithftanding her family pride, to 
change the name of Singleton into O-Kelly, 


Tuts leads me to let you into the real caufe, why fhe prefers The Wortp 
to all other weekly eflays whatever. The partiality does not arife from 
the merit of the performance in general, but from the fubje& of one parti- 
cular paper, (N°. 28.) which conftantly lies upon her table, hid under the 
work-bafket, and which ftrongly recommends by various precepts aad ex- 
amples the admiration and love of oL_p Women. 


I am watched too clofe to write to you a longer letter, and am therefore 


obliged to conclude abruptly, but am 
Your bumble Servant, 


JULIA. 





R. BALDWIN, at the Rofe in Pater-nofter Row; where 












